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Abstract: Temple architecture of high standard developed in almost all regions during ancient India. The
temple and its structural specificities are the embodiments of the popular culture of the civilization. The
complexity and the divergence of myriad temple structures conceal certain structural facets which
encompasses stunning and less adored pieces of worship and creativity. Several such structural,
iconographic and epigraphical representations that stands overlooked among the mighty columns of the
temples at Thirukkurungudi and Charode of erstwhile Travancore are prone to appraisal here. The study
also traces the Kerala connection of these temples as gleaned from inscriptions and sculptures within it,
The political affiliation of these temples, the impact of maritime relations, cultural and religious interaction
and popular history find focus here. The representation of subalterns within the temple calls forth a reading
on early society. An extensive historical and archaeological research of the vast canvas of sculptures and

conservation of these fading relics of ancient heritage is also stressed.

Keywords: Thirukkurungudi, Epigraphy, Bell Inscription, Aditya Varma, Chitra
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Introduction
The temple is one of the most significant monuments of Indian architecture as it sums

up and represents the subtle values of Indian culture. Elaborations of the temple
structure followed the firm establishment of image worship and the accompanying
development of the ritual, which took time to crystallize. Temples come in many styles,
are situated in diverse locations, deploy different construction methods and are adapted
to different deities and regional beliefs, yet almost all of them share certain core ideas,
symbolism and themes. The southern temples are extraordinary architectural feats, but
they were built to serve as the spiritual link between the gods and humans. Inside the
temples people had the ability to draw closer to the gods throu gh the use of rituals and
ceremonies. Religious symbols are found throughout the Hindu temple architecture,
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i i Rayar Temple, Thirukkurungudi N
Th‘e Aihiiixlrz:i Ir\ilvill‘"l:i]r::d aga?;st the bagcd rop of the Western Gha.ts (Mahegfirli‘glr‘:g
esides the Tamil Nadu-Kerala border is situated the Azhaglya Nam l‘ hay
on the south.ern kam udi.The temple is one among the 108 Vals‘h.naVEf shrines or
(Expie. at Tﬁ:mk urunfir th.e Vaishnava tradition, Thirukkurungudi :s‘ said to be the:
abodes of szhn'll ‘ Arf Pd Vishnu and is also called ‘Dakshina badri’. 'I'hilrukku‘rungudl
‘Southern Home of Lo lex of five temples and five Nambis (‘Nambu’ in Tamil rneancs1
is a holy D"’yadesafomp believed by all or the Lord.The deity is venerably calle
believe and ’Nan?bl meE;nS f Thirukkurungudi has three Nambis in Nindra (standing),
‘Nambi’). .Tl?e malndteggz :;a (reclining) postures. Thirukkun.mgudi is also kmf)wn1 :csl
il (S]m:lgl)-r:;l' Kuranga being the name of Bhumi Devi (Earth) who pertforn
. e , .
;ﬁz:lizf the Lord in this holy place (Figure 1).
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